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President’s Message

Class is in Session

by Art Roberts

by Armand Escalante
Reprint from spring 2013

I have two great sons, most of you know Scott but
my other son, Doug, is also a gem. I am proud of them
both. Like all fathers you try and give them a few pieces of
advice. “Leave your Mark” is one of those that they seem to
remember the most and one that I have tried to live up to.
By that I meant that whatever effort you undertake, make it
better than when you found it.
Being a member of Oxnard Joslyn Lawn Bowls
Club carries with it a few responsibilities that I would like to
express in this newsletter. All members should volunteer at
least a couple of times a month to set up the green for that
day’s play, make coffee, bring a few items for snacks and
to clean up after. The duties are posted and also included
in your packet that you received initially.
If you are new to the club ask an experienced
member to assist you, which brings me to another issue
and that is mentoring. All of us including myself have a lot
to learn and I have found it very helpful and informative
when somebody gives me a tip whether it be to deliver a
bowl, where to come off the mat, when to post a score on
the scoreboard or how to make the coffee. Be a welcoming
member, quick to assist and slow to lose patience. Make
this a better club with your attitude.
The outgoing President of Bowls USA recently sent
out an email that was harsh in its content but spot on with
his bottom line and that is that we all must be in the frame
of mind to grow the game in terms of numbers and he encouraged us to bring a friend to the game. I am proud to
say that with the likes of Ron Dawson and his committee
that we have added several members in the last year.
Many of them are your friends and you have done that very
thing. Keep it up! Doing nothing will eventually stagnate
the club and a few clubs find themselves in that position
today.
Finally, one of the issues that we should take to
heart is to reach out and participate in other Southwest
Lawn Bowl Tournaments and visit other clubs whether it be
Visitation Days or drop in visits when you are out of town
and within the area of another club. I have found that they
are very welcoming. It makes you a more well rounded
member of the lawn bowling community. Sign up for those
outside tournaments. You can’t expect other clubs to participate in your tournaments here in Oxnard if you don’t
play in theirs. Let’s all try to “Leave our Mark”.

After having bowled at various other club greens besides
our own, I have been strongly convinced that there is no
such thing as a perfect green or rink. By "perfect" I mean a
rink or green that is totally predictable when you roll your
bowls so that you can depend on what trajectory your
bowls will take and where they will come to a stop. Yes,
even artificial greens have peculiarities that bowlers have
to adjust to since they lack total predictability.
On all the greens where I have bowled, there have been
such things as bumps, holes, ruts, tree droppings, uneven
grass, dry spots, bald spots, fungus, etc. to various degrees. All of these detriments to predictability make the
sport of lawn bowling more difficult and more challenging.
So what should a bowler do to overcome this problem of
less than perfect predictability? The answer is, "learn how
to read a rink and apply it to your bowling." In other words,
recognize the problem, make adjustments to overcome it
and avoid it if it is at all possible.
In case you were not aware of it, the main reason that in
more serious lawn bowling, such as in tournaments and
visitations, bowlers are given the opportunity of bowling two
bowls in each direction so that each player can attempt to
"read" the rink they are going to bowl on and discover what
peculiarities it might have which require adjustments to the
successful delivery of the bowls. So remember, read the
rink, if possible avoid the "bad" side and make adjustments
for the other problems. Finally, remember that your opponents are bowling on the same rink and that the players
that have successfully read the rink stand a better chance
of winning.

Super Shots Club
Club members on a Super Shot team in the past three
months were Dee Press, Sandra Adame, Rich Purcell,
Donna Roberts, Raul Perez, Marquita Otineru, Conrad
Bilodeau, Tom Hodgins, Denny Ryan, Gloria Brown, Jim
Matlock, Bert Weingart, Joe Brown.
Members submitting a form to “BowlsUSA Super Shots”
should also add the team names on the bulletin board list
for inclusion into this newsletter.

In Memoriam

I was always dreaming of the BIG ONE - a long
term cruise with our being self sufficient and living
aboard. As years went by and vessels change, the family
acquired a 36’ sloop which was named Fleur de Lis for
our scouting background. This became our water activity
for 28 years and fulfilled Davy’s wanderlust ambitions. In
1979, we stopped working and took a shake down
cruise to San Francisco. Of course we ran into fog but no
heavy seas. The big one was to go to Mexico and in February we set sail and going downwind it was a lot of sailing. Stopping in one harbor, two men or boys came by to
barter for lobster. I wonder if the bugs were all theirs and
we obtained 1/2 of a 5 gal bucket of lobsters for a six
pack, some 22 shells and a few other things. But we and
other fellow boaters did enjoy.
All in all we had a great time for five months with
friends joining us for a week or so. My daughter joined us
to assist in taking the boat back. It's a tough hoe going up
wind and about halfway we were able to get her a ride
home, so Loie, I and Ahfu (our dog) brought it back.
We continued cruising, including shipping the boat
to Florida, cruised the Bahamas, Florida Keys for two
years, then up the coastal waterway to Chesapeake Bay
and Washington, D.C. Then we shipped the boat to the
northwest and cruised the San Juan Islands, The Gulf
Islands and up to Desolation Sound for the next six years.
After recovering from hip surgeries and getting a
bit slower, we said goodbye to Fleur de Lis (sold) and we
returned here to Oxnard and I took up Lawn Bowling and
loved it with the great friends you meet in this terrific
sport. Dave was a big fan of jazz music and liked to go
to jazz concerts and was a regular attendee at the Channel Cities Jazz Club in Oxnard.
Bio by Dave and Lois Jones edited

Dave Jones
April 6, 1930 to May 4, 2018
With a name like DAVEY JONES, it would seem normal to
drift towards the sea and all it has to offer in adventure,
competition and a great enjoyment of peaceful seas and
harbors.
Loie (also known as Lois) was a natural as we both
were raised in the Long Beach — San Pedro area. First
date I had with Loie, was a sail in Long Beach harbor. She
will admit that sailing wasn't love at first sight, but I guess
she liked me and took on the side hobbies. We married
and within a year and a half had two cute twin girls (Mary
Jane and Susie) followed a few years later with handsome
boy (Neal).
I had enjoyed Boy Scouting so much as a kid, I
decided to make it my profession. After college I became
a Boy Scout District Executive in Colton, California. So
for nine years we Boy Scouted, trained and ran summer
camps for the BSA. Then on to work with a life insurance
company in the Los Angeles Area.
I had always wanted to venture on the open sea in
my own boat with my hand on the helm. So one of the
first ventures was to take Loie on a 17-foot sloop with no
deck to Catalina. Obviously we made it and had some
great adventures on shore. During the growing years with
the kids and working we sailed in races and cruises to the
off shore islands. The family enjoyed the San Fernando
Valley, racing sail boats regularly, and being involved with
the San Fernando Valley Sailing Club. When we raced
Dave had a choice of crew, with Loie and children, Mary
Jane, Susie and Neal being well trained. We had progressed in our boat ownership from an 11-foot sailing dinghy through four increasingly larger sloops to a 36-foot
cabin. To make it interesting the kids and I took up scuba
diving and that added fish, abalone and occasional lobster to our diet.
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Notes: Dave and Lois had been married for 67 years
when Lois died on August 6, 2017.
Dave joined the Oxnard Joslyn Lawn Bowls Club on September 22, 1995. He was active on the Board of Directors and served the club as Secretary, Treasurer and two
terms as Club President.

In memoriam
David Rankin
January 9, 1938 to June 3, 2018
David Rankin was born in Richland Springs,
Texas. After moving to New Mexico he graduated from
Albuquerque High School. While attending college he
worked part time as a plumber. In 1957 his mother decided to move to California to be near her sister and a new
job. David met Sandy (his future wife) while on a blind
date. Things went well and they were married on march
14, 1959 at the Santa Clara Church in Oxnard. They were
blessed with two beautiful children, Diantha and Dennis.
David and Sandy had been married for 59 years.
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David was working for Kaloff Pulp and Paper in
Hueneme at the time. After it shut down he worked for
Raytheon, then moved to Standard Oil working as a head
mechanic in the oil fields in Oxnard for 15 years. Then
transferred to the Carpinteria Plant and offshore platforms.
David retired after 35 years with the company. He enjoyed
life hunting, fishing, bowling (both lawn and alley) and golf.
David joined the Oxnard Joslyn Lawn Bowls Club on May
10, 2004 and was a member for 14 years until his death.
One of his favored hobbies was growing dahlias in his back
yard. He grew many varieties and would enter them in the
Ventura County fair each year. He won many ribbons for
them.

some confusion as what to do with it. Frequently it will lay
there right in your draw line and bug the heck out of you. A
bowl needs to go at least 14 meters (45’ 11 1/8’’) to remain
in play. This is measured from the mat line to the nearest
part of the bowl. If the bowl falls short of this measurement
it is declared a dead bowl and immediately removed from
play.
Measuring: In the two items above there has been a lot of
talk about the right distance. Many times people will pace
it off but this is very inaccurate and the only true measure
is to get the tape out if there is any question.
Honor the Laws of the Sport of Bowls
They make the game the same wherever you go

Ralph and Marie Ecton
The People and the Tournament

Laws of the Sport of Bowls
When is the Jack / Bowl far enough?
Jack: Occasionally you will see a member get out a long
tape measure and check a jack for the correct delivered
length. The jack must be centered before the measurement is made. This length must be at least 21 meters (68’
10.77 ‘’) from the mat line to the nearest part of the jack.

The Oxnard Joslyn Lawn Bowls Club used their
green for the first time in November 1986 with only 6-7
people coming out from time to time to bowl. Ralph Ecton
was one of those first few bowlers. The club had lots of
help from other clubs in the Division getting started by providing used equipment and training and before long new
people started to show up. By 1987 we had 43 members.
There were 36 clubs in the SWD at that time and we were
the only one without some sort of club house adjacent to
the green. On August 8, 1987 Ralph Ecton was elected
the first Club President and served for two terms. Our lawn
bowl rakes were designed and built by Ralph and are still
in use today (modification made).
In 1989 Ralph Ecton went to the Recreation and Parks
meeting to explain the need for a Club House. This got the
ball rolling toward a permanent facility. Ralph Ecton died in
April, 1992. The Ralph Ecton Memorial Triples Tournament was held on August 18, 1993.
Marie Ecton was with the club since its inception
and served in many ways over the years. in 1996 she was
elected Club President. She was Secretary and Historian
for many years and ran the office like a fine watch. In 2001
she resigned her duties for health reasons. She was voted
by the Board as Honorary Member for all her service. In
2004 Marie passed away. 2006 Marie's name was added
to the Tournament we now know as the "Ralph and Marie
Ecton Memorial Triples Tournament".

Question: Does the jack always need to be this distance
from the mat line? The answer is no. Once the jack is
properly delivered and you start delivering bowls, if a bowl
strikes the jack and the jack is knocked into another bowl
causing the jack to rebound back toward the bowler, the
Ralph & Marie Ecton Memorial Triples
jack can remain in play if it is at least 18 meters (59’ 5/8’’)
July 8, 2018
from the mat line to the nearest part of the jack. Granted
this is an unusual situation but sometimes the jack will rebound like this and you need to know if it is still playable. If The Ralph and Marie Ecton Memorial Triples is open to
the jack is shorter than 18 meters the end is declared dead both men and women. There were 12 teams participating,
and will be replayed.
four of which were from Oxnard. Skips set up their teams
any way they want. The entry fee is $75.00 per team.
Lunch is brown bag. Morning snacks and salads and desBowl: When a bowl is delivered short this seems to cause
serts will be provided at lunch time. Format is three 12-end
Rollin’ Along
3
Summer 2018

games. There will be four winning teams. Wins are determined on the basis of wins, losses & plus points, with a
max of 7 points per game.
The winning teams were:
1st Bud Viard, Barry Pickup, Loren Dion
2nd Denny Ryan, Gloria Brown, Jim Matlock
3rd James Flower, Stuart Bell, Noreen Wilkie
4th Rudy Uribe, Catherine Uribe, Alan Ngo

3W+21
3W+10
2W+12
2W+11

4th: Alan, Catherine and Rudy

2018 Mixed Singles At MacKenzie Park
Congratulations to Hal Salmon, the winner of the
2018 Mixed Singles Championship Tournament. He held
off a very competitive field and finished undefeated. Two
players, Hal and Brent Boone, entered the fourth and final
game 3-0. Brent was dueling it out with Del Cardillo and
knew that without a win, he would finish 2nd. As happens
so often, the game went down to the wire. Brent and Del
tied.

1st: Barry, Loren and Bud

Plus points decided 3rd place as three players,
Mike Newton, Del and Sue Sullivan each finished the day
with 2 wins, 1 tie and 1 loss. Mike took 3rd by one plus
point over Del.
And, in an odd quirk, it turns out being left-handed
won the day as the top three are lefties. In fact, 4 of the 6
men in the field bowl left-handed.
1st Place:

Hal Salmon

2nd Place: Brent Boone
3rd Place:

Mike Newton
by Cindy Cook

2nd: Jim, Gloria and Denny

3rd: James, Noreen and Stuart
Mike Newton takes 3rd place

Rollin’ Along
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OXNARD SPRING LEAGUE 2018

all 10 points or any combination of players and points.
The final playoff was between Rich Purcell and Andy DiSpring League competition was revived this spring Conti in a singles match. Rich Purcell won.
at Oxnard Joslyn LBC when 16 people signed up and twoperson teams were randomly drawn. Each team was assigned a place on the Winners Bracket and the action began. If a team lost their first match, they were automatically entered into the Consolation Bracket. If a team lost
twice, they were out.
Everyone had a great time teaming up with someone they may not have had the opportunity to compete with
on such an individualized basis before. In the end the
team of STEVE GOODMANSON and KEN ROTH were
undefeated and were crowned the “Winner Winner Chicken
Dinner” Winners! Congrats to Steve & Ken!
by Donna Roberts
1st Place: Rich Purcell
Jun 25, Men’s Singles Tournament, The first three places
were as follows:
1st Place: Wuhwa Hsu
2 W + 15 points.
2nd Place: Luke Wilson
2 W + 10 points.
3rd Place: Doug Dow
2 W + 4 points.
Note: Doug Dow had to leave and not finish the third game
so this created a forfeit. Had he been able to stay to the
finish the outcome may have been quite different.
Our tournament chairman Jordan Austin put on another
great club tournament with six rinks full. From very experienced members to some new members, all took part and
enjoyed the games.

1st Place: Ken Roth and Steve Goodmanson

2018 Gold Coast League Results

The markers for the day were Conrad Bilodeau, Debra Wilson, Sal Mollo, Dion Coleman.

On June 13th the final day was played at Mackenzie Park
LBC. Oxnard finished with 37 points to 29 points for
Mackenzie Park. The afternoon games were not played
and Oxnard was declared the winner for 2018. Refreshments were provided by MPLBC.

In Club Tournaments
May 9 & 11, Cutthroat Tournament,
FORMAT: Games will be 12 ends. All positions will be
luck of the draw. 1st Round: 18 bowlers will compete on 6
rinks. The winners will advance to the second round.
2nd Round: The 6 advancing winners from above will play
on 2 rinks producing 2 winners. 3rd Round: The 3rd
round will be a singles match of 12 ends to determine 1st
and 2nd places. The first day of play was May 9, second
round of play was May 11 & 14 and the final day was May
18 to determine the 1st and 2nd place winners. SCORING: On each end the four closest bowls will count in the
point count. The closest will count 4 points, the next 3
points, the next 2 points and the last 1 point. It is possible
for all players to score in one end , for one player to score
Rollin’ Along

1st Place: Wuhwa Hsu

Jul 13, Women’s Singles Tournament, Format: Three 10
end games. Scoring: Wins plus points with a 10 point cap.
With a tie game one extra end will be played to break the
tie. If there is a tie with the place winners total points will
decide the tie. Markers: Jordan Austin, Ken Roth, Bob
Smith, Ron Dawson and Art Roberts. (see over)
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The winners were:
1st Place: Gloria Brown
2nd Place: Marquita Otineru
3rd Place: Debi Wilson
Note: Donna Roberts also had
broke the tie.

Jul 4, Independence Day, 41 members and guests got
together on July 4th to celebrate the Independence Day
holiday, have fun and enjoy some good food and friendships.
Attire was red, white and blue or anything patriotic.

3W + 20
2W + 10
2W + 9 (+17)
2W + 9 but total points

The morning game was luck of the draw triples. In addition
there was a form of Bingo that used only the even ends
interlaced with the regular triple game. If either team had
the number of points for that end that matched the bingo
card they won a bingo letter. No team won all bingo letters. The winning team of Sandy Rankin, Sharon Anderson and Dee Press had three letters (BIO) and won the
magnificent prize. Two other teams had two letters each
and received honorable mention.
At the end of the morning games a lunch break was
called. We had a delicious lunch of tri-tip, baked beans,
salads and dessert. Boy was it good.

1st Place: Gloria Brown (She owns this position)

The planning for our fun day was largely done by Ron and
Joan Dawson. Many thanks to all those that stayed over
and helped clean-up and put the club house back together.

Fun Day Events
May 28, Memorial Day, On this beautiful day 40 members
and guests came out to celebrate Memorial Day, enjoy the
company of friends, play games and eat lots of good food.
Club President Art Roberts led the group in the pledge of
allegiance to the flag. He then turned the party over to Ron
Dawson who started the day by explaining the meaning of
Memorial Day and how it got started.
Ron and Joan Dawson planned the day and all the food as
well as all the decorations. The serious kitchen work was
handled by Ron and Joan along with contributioins from
some of the other members.
The day's activity started out with a one bowl roll to the
target. The three nearest bowls to the target center won
prizes. The three winners were Virgil Lockhart, Pinky Palladino and Bob Smith. The main game for the day was
where we used a tin can with a yard stick attached to
measure for points. This way both teams can earn points
in each end.

Our hosts: Joan and Ron Dawson

A Visit to Cambria LBC

Eight hardy and happy Oxnard bowlers traveled to
beautiful Cambria LBC on Saturday May 19th.
We were warmly greeted by Dave Stiles and several other
members of their Club. We were offered morning refreshment of Coffee, Cookies, drinks and other snacks. Due to
the numbers of players available it was decided to play four

Virgil Lockhart, Pinky Palladino and Bob Smith

Rollin’ Along
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games made up of five bowlers on each team. Cambria
having three bowlers and Oxnard having two. In any event
Cambria easily won all four matches. Must be that artificial
surface and/or our skill level or maybe just luck but probably not. On Sunday three of us returned for a re-match this
time with triples. Those Cambria bowlers kindly “Schooled
us" once again on how to bowl on an artificial surface. All
said and done it was a Fun visit and are looking forward to
the next adventure.
Our members split up and stayed over in either
Cambria or Morro Bay. Sunday instead of bowling several
decided to drive up the coast and visit the Coast Park
where the elephant seals haul out on the beach. This is a
sight for everyone to experience.

Jun 19, Work Party, Bob Smith, Jack Bucey and Ken
Roth arrived early at the club and spent the next 3 1/2
hours adding sand and leveling all the green ditches to the
regulation 2 inches deep. Now our step up and down assist benches will be stable and safe to use.

Board Member Change
May 9, Dick Gibson submitted a letter to the Board of Directors resigning his position on the Board due to his responsibilities needed at home.
May 11, Jack Bucey was appointed by the Board to fill the
unexpired term on the Board due to the departure of Dick
Gibson.

A Baby Shower for Member
Marquita Otineru
On 6 June 2018, the Oxnard-Joslyn Lawn Bowls Club held
a surprise baby shower for member Marquita Otineru, in
anticipation of the arrival of baby girl “Harper Alofa Tunoa
Otineru". There was plenty of delicious food and games
that tested diapering abilities, spelling and counting skills.
We all look forward to meeting our future lawn bowler in
mid-August. Big thank you to Debra Wilson, Donna Roberts, Gloria Brown, CJ Juengst and Emily Rendon for planning, organizing, decorating and the delicious lunch.

Semi Annual Club Clean up Day

by Debra Wilson

Jun 6, Gloria Brown organized the event. The following
helpers were: Sandra Adame, Gloria Brown, Debi Wilson,
Dion Coleman, Bob and Carol Smith, Ken Roth, Joe
Brown, CJ Juengst, Kathy Corona, Mike and Julie Basler,
Raul Perez, Peter Nicholas, Herb Smith, Donna and Art
Roberts. If I missed your name, put your hand up. We
cleaned everything inside and out. A special thanks to Peter Nicholas who tackled both rest rooms and scrubbed the
floors that were long needing doing.

Marquita by the gift table

CJ Juengst clipping and cleaning up outside.
Debi Wilson and Donna Roberts with Marquita
Rollin’ Along
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From the Editor

Membership
The club would like to welcome our new Members Emily
Rendon, Robert and Melody Deal, Ken and Susan Paddock, Ron and Martha O’Haver.
It is important to remember that we need to keep our eyes
open for recruiting opportunities for new and returning
members. Talk to your neighbors, family and friends and
see if they would like to give lawn bowling a try.

by Bob Smith
The newsletter will be published four times a year. I welcome articles and pictures from members. They can be
sent to me at Buenadia@roadrunner.com or given to me at
the club. The deadline to submit articles for winter is January 25, spring is April 23, summer is July 25 and fall is October 25. I welcome articles sooner if they are ready. If
you have an article you would like to have published or a
particular subject addressed just let me know. I am also
interested in your input regarding items for the website. I
can use any special pictures you have that you would like
to see posted.
I would like to thank all those that contributed material for
this newsletter. I can use all the help I can get.
Note: If you would like to know more about our club you
can visit our website at: www.oxnardlbc.com

NOTICE: For the time being the newsletter and roster
will not be printed but will be delivered to you in your email.
If it is your preference to receive a printed copy of the
newsletter and roster like you have in the past be sure to
let the Club President know of your preference.

Oxnard-Joslyn Lawn Bowls Club
350 North “C” Street
Oxnard, California 93030
YOUR CLUB NEWSLETTER
Website: http://oxnardlbc.com
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